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1ú Xlok (Sloka)

sh n;vvtu. sh n* &unKtu. sh vIyR� krv;vhw.
tejiSvn;v/ItmStu m; ivi»W;vhw ô
pdCzed (Word decomposition)

sh n* avtu. sh n* &unKtu. sh vIyRmß krv;vhw.
tejiSv n* a/Itmß aStu m; ivi»W;vhw ô
aqR (Meaning)

Together ( sh ) let it protect ( avtu ) the two of us
( n* ). Together ( sh ) let it bestow enjoyment
( &unKtu ) on us two ( n* ). Together ( sh ) let us two
strive ( krv;vhw ) valiantly ( vIyR� ). We two ( n* ) let
become ( aStuú brilliant ( tejiSv ) in studies
( a/Itmß ) and never ( m; ) may we two quarrel
( ivi»W;vhw ). [All the five verbs in this sloka are in
the Imperative mood, which is also used in prayer]

2ú sM>;;-;, (Conversation)

Sv;gtmß Welcome

sup[&;tmß Good morning

ay� mm pu]� This is my son

Ey� mm pu]I This is my daughter

kiSmnß vgeR p#is What grade are you in?

ahmß p¨mvgeR p#;im I am in the fifth grade

sMSkOt&;W;� p#is ikl I suppose, you study Sanskrit

a;mß p#;im Yes, I study

tv x;l; ku] aiSt Where is your school?

P;];lySy smIpe aiSt It is near the post office

iky¼Ure aiSt How far is it?

a]wv aiSt It is right here

T;d; me Ak� ¯pk;yR� ku� Then, please do me a favor

&o� kqytu Please tell

Xv� p];lymß m;� Tomorrow, can you

indReÏuumß xKnu v; show me the post office?

S;p;ddxv;dne a;gCz;im I�ll arrive at 10:15

3ú xBd kox� (Vocabulary)

3öaú subNt;� (Nouns, Adjectives, etc.)

svRn;m;� (Pronouns):

AW�Úay� This (m) S;vR� All (m)

AW;ÚEy� This (f) S;v;R All (f)

AttßÚEd� This (n) S;vRmß All (n)

Y;�Úy*Úye Who(m) k�Úk*Úke Who?(m)

Y;;ÚyeÚy;� Who(f) k;ÚkeÚk;� Who?(f)

Y;tßÚyeÚy;in Which(n) ikmßÚkeÚk;in Which?(n)

The first who/which is not interrogative, as in
the sentence �He who laughs, lasts�. The second
who/which is interrogative. There are 3 forms in
each category corresponding to singular, dual and
plural numbers respectively.

aNysubNt;� (Other Nouns etc.)

is�h� Lion M;kr� Crocodile

X;x� Hare M;<@Uk� Frog

S;pR� Snake V;OiÁk� Scorpion

pu]� Son pu]I Daughter

ipt; Father M;;t; Mother

ix=k� Teacher z;]� Student

S;;gr� Ocean N;dI River

k;s;r� Lake T;@;g� Pond

V;nmß Forest V;O=� Tree

P;It� Yellow hirt Green

X;u& Good kuiTst Bad

T;�, Young J;r; Old

3öEú itñNt;� (Verbs) : The roots and (stems)
of  a few more Sanskrit verbs are listed below.

adß ùadßú to eat asß ùasßú to be

avß ùavú protect ¯WßùaoWú burn

=mß ù=Myú bear ÙI@ß ùÙI@ú play
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gjRß ùgjRú roar guhß ùgu�ú hide

jIvß ùjIvú live p; ùipbú drink

P;; ùp;ú protect puWß ùpu-yú nourish

Plu ùPlvú float bu/ß ùbo/ú know
&U ù&vú be Y;mß ùyCzú control
Y;u/ß ùyu?yú fight r;/ß ùr;?yú grow

X;mß ùx;Myú calm il%ß ùil%ú write

ivxß ùivxú enter SpOxß ùSpOxú touch

sO ùsrú move SpNdß ùSpNdú throb

3ö¯ú aVyypd;in (Indeclinables)

aq Starting T;t� Therefore

a/� Below °?vR� Above

Yid If TihR Then

Y;] Where T;] There

Av Only aip Also

4ú srl;in v;Ky;in (Simple Sentences)

N;Op� jyit The king conquers

N;Op� ajytß The king conquered

ix-y� nmit The pupil salutes

ix-y� anmtß The student saluted

P;;,I g[ht� Two hands grasp

P;;,I ag[ht;mß Two hands grasped

J;n;� vdiNt People speak

J;n;� avdnß People spoke

ary� pI@yiNt Enemies torment

ary� apI@ynß Enemies tormented

Tv� sIdis You sit

Tv� asId� You sat

Y;uv;� ÙI@q� You two play

Y;uv;� aÙI@tmß You two played

Y;Uy� ahRq You (pl) deserve

Y;Uy� a;hRt You (pl.) deserved

ahmß p#;im I study

ahmß ap#;mß I studied

a;v;mß idVy;v� We two play

a;v;mß aidVy;v We two played

vymß il%;m� We write

vymß ail%;m We wrote

V;;ir SyNdte Water flows

V;;ir aSyNdt Water flowed

S;wink* Tvrete Two soldiers hurry

S;wink* aTvret;mß Two soldiers hurried

M;N]y� &;WNte Ministers speak

M;N]y� a&;WNt Ministers spoke

Tv� x±se You doubt

Tv� ax±q;� You doubted

Y;uv;� &[;jeqe You two shine

Y;uv;� a&[;jeq;mß You two shone

Y;Uy� kMp?ve You (pl.) tremble

Y;Uy� akMp?vmß You (pl.) trembled

ahmß &je I worship

ahmß a&je I worshipped

a;v;mß l&;vhe We two benefit

a;v;mß al&;vih We two benefited

vymß mod;mhe We rejoice

V;ymß amod;mih We rejoiced

Each of the above sentences has just two
words; the first represents the agent of the
action (noun) and the second the action (verb).
These sentences have been paired to show the
usage of the present and past tenses. The
sentences cover the 3 persons, the 3 numbers
and the 2 padas. The past tense used here is
one of 3 past tenses employed in Sanskrit; it is
the Imperfect Past tense.

5ú siN/� Sandhi

5öaú acß siN/� Vowel Sandhi

5öaöEú gu, c vOi¸ sN/I
In unit-1, we discussed the union of two
similar vowel sounds. Now we consider two
dissimilar vowel sounds coming together. If
the 1st vowel is aùa;ú, we have the following
possibilities:

aùa;ú + EùERú = A
aùa;ú + ¯ù°ú = ao
aùa;ú + Äù®ú = arß
aùa;ú + Ñ = alß
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The above constitute gu, siN/ because AÚ aoÚ arßÚ
alß are the gu, of EÚ ¯Ú ÄÚ Ñ respectively. Also,

aùa;ú + AùAeú = Ae
aùa;ú + aoùa*ú = a*
The above two rules constitute vOi¸ siN/. In all
these 3 sandhis the two vowels merge to one,
resulting in a new vowel sound. Some examples:

Sv ECz; = SveCz; . g, ERx = g,ex . mh; ERx
=mhex . lMb ¯dr = lMbodr . Ak °n = Akon .
g³; ¯dkmß = g³odkmß . b[�; ÄiW = b[�;iWR . mh;
ÄW&� = mhWR&� . a] Av = a]wv . mh; aoWi/�
= mh*Wi/� . c Aer;vt� = cwr;vt� . yq; a*icTymß =
yq*icTymß ô

5öaö¯ú y,ß siN/�
In this group of sandhis the 1st vowel is anything
other than aùa;ú and the 2nd vowel is not similar
to the 1st. In this case, the 1st vowel is replaced
by its corresponding semi-vowel and the 2nd

vowel remains intact.

EùERú+dissimilar acß =  yß  +dissimilar acß
¯ù°ú+dissimilar acß =  vß +dissimilar acß
Äù®ú+dissimilar acß =  rß +dissimilar acß
Ñ+dissimilar acß =  lß +dissimilar acß.
Some examples:

di/ aodnmß = d?yodnmß . Eit aStu = ETyStu .
kmR,I Av = kmR<yev . aStu Eit = aiSTvit . aStu
Eit aStu = aiSTvTyStu . m;tO ECz; =  m;i]Cz; .
iptO aijRt = ip]ijRt .
When the 1st vowel is AÚ AeÚ aoÚ a* and is
followed by a dissimilar vowel other than aÚ
the former vowel is replaced by ayßÚa;yßÚavßÚa;vß
respectively. This follows from the observation
a + E = AÚ a + A = Ae etc. and application
of  a + a = a;.
Some examples:

»e Ey� ö »iyy� . N*; avtu ö n;vvtu . »* Em* ö »;ivm*

5öaöÄú lop ùpUvR�pú siN/
When A or ao is followed by aÚ the a is
dropped and the symbol � is substituted to

denote the missing a. It is called the avg[h.
Some examples:

J;ne as;in ö jne�s;;in . te amui-mnß ö te�mui-mnß .
iv-,o av ö iv-,o�v .
We will conclude the discussion of vowel
sandhis at this point. There are additional
vowel sandhi rules, to which we will return
later.

6ú itñNtp�kr,mß Verbs - Conjugation

In unit-1, we learned that Sanskrit verbs belong
to one of 3 padas � prSmwpd, a;Tmnepd. or ¯&ypd.

The origin of the padas is in the recipient of
the fruit of the action implied by the verb. If
the fruit of the action accrues to the agent of
the action (ktRO) then the root is in a;Tmne pd. If
it accrues to someone other than the agent of
the action, then it is prSmw pd. If it can accrue
to either, then it is ¯&y pd. However, this subtle

distinction is rarely maintained; instead Sanskrit

verbal roots are understood to belong to one of the

three padas. Indeed, Panini has classified each root

as belonging to one of the 3 padas.

6öaú an«tn &Ute lñß  - Imperfect Past Tense

This is one of 3 past tenses used in Sanskrit.
The Sanskrit term implies the past is not of
today. However, this tense is used commonly
without adhering to the injunction of not being
today. This tense uses both a prefix and a
suffix. The prefix is always a .  The
terminations of the past tense for prSmwpd
(a;Tmnepd) roots are given below. They do not
go directly to the root but to the stem.

prSmwpd ùa;Tmnepdú an«tn &Ute lñß itñNt;�

Ak vcn i» vcn bhu vcn

p�qm pu�-; tß ùtú T;;mß ùEt;mßú anß ùaNtú
m?ym pu�-; S;ß ùq;�ú T;mß ùEq;mßú T; ù?vmßú
¯Þm pu�-; amß ùEú v ùvih) m ùmihú
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Exercises

1.  Combine the following according to rules
of siN/
ivÂ ERx� ö mh; ¯rg� ö vsNt Ätu ö Ak Ak ö sPt
ÄWy� ö g³; ao`� ö Eit a;h ö devI a*p;snmß ö
gu� a;Ë;; ö ktOR Eit ö ag[e aiSm .

2. Do pdCzed for the following words:
¯peNd[ ö mhodi/ ö b[�;iWR ö cwr;vt� ö Akdwv ö
pXy;Myhmß ö &vTvyRm; ö ip]�x� ö te�yoinj;� .
Diphthongs and semi-vowels are potential
places for pdCzed!

3. Change the tense in the following sentenses
� present to past or past to present.
Sten� acorytß Thief stole
b;ilke iSn�t� Two girls love
V;ymß a�y;m We called (invited)
p;iqRv;� aghRNt Kings censured
yUymß avNd?vmß You saluted
Tvmß j;yse You are born
a?vyuR� ajuhotß A priest offered oblation
Ä-;I m¨ut� Two sages let go
a;v;mß ayt;vih We two tried
ahmß p#;im I read
yuv;mß &;Weqe You two speak

Sanskrit Crossword #2
(One syllable per box)

Clues Across:
1 You go. Also Cloud
4 Elephant
5 Naming ceremony
6 Modesty, discipline
8 Or
10 He wins or conquers
11 Ultimate, chief (fem.)
12 Foot, one line of a stanza
13 A town

Clues Down:
2 Vishnu � Exciter of people
3 Crocodile
4 Lord of the Ganas
6 Request
7 Head of a house, Vedic sacrificer
8 Transgress
9 Benares

Solutions to Exercises from Unit �1
1. gj;nn . gu�ctu� . b[�;;� . kpIx� . n;hmß .

iptè, . mur;ir . v,;Rid ô
2. b[�; aiSm . Eit Edmß . r;m ayn . teWu ¯pj;yte

. g, ai/pit . rjnI ERx . riv ENd[ . xM&u
¯p;sn . g*rI ERx� ô

3. Sten� kMpit . b;ilke nOTyt� . p;iqRv;� jyiNt . yUymß
itÎq . Tvmß nmis . a?vyuR� yjit . ÄWI ?y;yt� .
a;v;mß itÎ;v� . ahmß p#;im . yuv;mß a$q� ô

4. Solution to Crossword #1 :
1 m;s . 4 itiq . 5 iv«;&;rtI . 6 n;yk . 8 &;ist
. 10 itimr . 11 iv=ep . 12 »;pr . 13 ymj ô 2
sivny . 3 Sv&;v . 4 ittIWRis . 6 n;n;iv/ . 7
kitpy . 8 &;r»;j . 9 StenSy ô
Errata:
In Unit-1, page-26: Vy;`[� - tiger, `uWß (`oW) - to
proclaim.  i=p[� should read i=p[ , and mNd� should
read mNd Page 27: n;isk; ij`[it  - nose smells.
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